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What I like about Sumida is the sense of 
community. I have had many chances to 
meet the people of Sumida because of my 
work with Hiragana Net. For example, I 
recently visited the hostel Khaosan World 
Ryogoku before it opened. The staff was 
very interested in my impressions because 
they wanted to know if foreigners would 
appreciate their services. I really liked the 
hori-gotatsu (low table with a hole under 
it) because the hole underneath was quite 
deep - the perfect size for people who are 
tall like me! I am happy that the people in 
this area care about projecting a good 
image to the world. I hope that Sumida 
becomes a place 
that travelers seek 
out.

Fukuhara Melanie   

Our “Life in Japan” workshops are free for 
foreign residents. Our theme this month is 
“Salon and Makeup”.  When you want to 
get your hair cut or buy makeup, what is 
the best way to express yourself? Let’s 
study this topic together!
●Location: Hiragana Net Office
●Participation Fee: Free 　
●No reservation is required
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In Mongolia, the mother 
of each household 
wakes up first to gather 

wood from outside in order to heat the 
house. She will then make breakfast and 
tea before everyone else wakes up. The 
mother will also carry water from the well 
back to the house. When I was a child, it 
was my dream to grow up and carry the 
water. I was able to do this for the first time 
when I was in my third year of elementary 
school. My mother praised me so much 
when she saw me doing that. Mongolians 
respect their mothers very much!

I am from Ottawa, Canada. 
Ottawa is the capital city of 
Canada, so many people 
who live there have jobs related 
to the government. I was raised on the 
East side, where both French and English 
are spoken. I cannot speak French though! 
However, when I started Grade 10 I 
studied Japanese every Saturday. Ottawa 
is a very international city, so I was lucky to 
have a chance to study a foreign language. 
I was able to learn a lot about many 
different cultures because I grew up 
surrounded by them in Ottawa.

I was born in Ayutthaya, 
a town that is a World 
Heritage site. There are 
many old temples, one 
at which my parents 
worked. I would play in 

these temples as well. There is the 
impression that Thai people love spicy 
food, but I couldn’ t eat it when I was a 
child. It took quite some time for me to get 
used to it and be able to eat it.

Rainbow Bridge is a beautiful bridge that 
crosses Tokyo Bay. For our May walk, we 
will cross this bridge that opened in 1993. 
This is a great chance for those who have 
always wanted to cross the bridge by foot. 
Let’s see the scenery of the great 
metropolis of Tokyo from a different angle. 
●Walking Course (5.5km): JR Tamachi Sta. 
▶Walkway Entrance (Shibaura Side)▶
Rainbow Bridge Walking Path ▶ Odaiba 
Marine Park▶ Lunch at Decks Tokyo ▶Fuji 
TV ▶ Daiba Sta.  
●Participation Fee : Adults  1,500 yen, 
Students 1,300 yen, Junior High / 
Elementary School Students: 750 yen 　
*Lunch is not included　●Meeting Time 
and Place: 10:25AM at JR Tamachi Station 
ticket gate　●A reservation is required

We will make the Mongolian dish “Bozu”. 
They look like Chinese dumplings and are 
completely handmade. Let’s eat them 
while they are hot!　●Participation Fee: 
2,500 yen　●Location:Hiragana Net Office
●Anyone can participate　●A reservation 
is required

■The April 
“Work in Japan” 
workshops have 
ended, and all 8 
participants 
received a certificate of completion.
■April was officially the fifth year for 
“Hiragana Net”. A memorial 
badge will be given to all 
those who participate in our 
May events.

 

Aihara Zaya
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Fukuhara Melanie
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Cooking Mongolian Food with Zaya
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